
    

  
  

  



 

 

Brussels, 10th February 2023.   

 

Since 2009, European Best Destinations, has been promoting culture and tourism in Europe to millions of 

travellers but also to tourism professionals and the media.  

 

 

 

Thanks to a partnership with more than 400 tourism offices in Europe and the EDEN Network (Sustainable 

Destinations awarded by the European Commission), thanks to your trust and cooperation, European Best 

Destinations is, for the tenth year in a row, the most visited website dedicated to travel in Europe.   

 



Tourism has recovered everywhere in Europe, but where do travellers from all over the 

world want to spend their next holidays among an offer of city break destinations, nature, 

beach destinations? 

 

 

Among + 400 European Destinations promoted on Europe destinations - including 90 sustainable EDEN 

Destinations awarded by the European Commission - 21 shortlisted destinations have been selected for their 

growth of popularity on social networks during the past 12 months, growth of visitors, quality of life, sustainable 

development, all-year round cultural offer.  

 

The 20 most voted of them will be promoted during the whole year 2023 to millions of travellers among 

the Best Destinations to visit in Europe on the most visited website dedicated to culture and travel in Europe 

www.europeanbestdestinations.com  

 

This year we have collected a record of 686,244 votes from 178 countries (528,069 for the 2022 edition of this 

event). The voting page has been shared a record + 193,000 times on social networks during the past 21 days 

(122,000 shares for the 2022 edition of this event). 

 

The 20 Most voted destinations win the right to use the "European Best Destinations 2023" title…  

 
 

 

http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/


Our competitions for the European Best Destinations of the year, European Best Christmas Markets, European 

Best Beaches, Most Romantic destinations, European Best Ski Resorts, Best Beaches,… have become the most 

important tourism competitions in Europe; they bring together millions of travellers who support and discover 

the most beautiful destinations in Europe.  

 

They also have an impact in "real life" with significant growth of tourists for our rewarded destinations with + 

17% in growth of tourism for Porto rewarded in 2017, + 13% for Bordeaux rewarded in 2015, + +41% for Zagreb, 

European Best Christmas Market 2016-2017-2018, +18% for Budapest, + 10 millions of media coverage for 

Ljubljana European Best Destination 2022.  

 

 

Ms Angel Munoz, Mayor of  Marbella:  
  

“The impact of this recognition is massive. In 2 months we have already reached more than 920 million 

readers, a campaign worth approximately 2.3 million euros”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Like every year the competition was fierce with only 21 days of online votes from 20th January to 10th February to 

determine the ranking of the trendiest destinations in Europe that will be promoted throughout the year to 

millions of travellers and will be able to display the title "European Best Destinations". 

 

 

21 “must-see” destinations selected from a first list of +400 EU Destinations: 

 

Athens, Cittadella, Copenhague, Delft, Essen, Faial, Grenoble Alpes (EU Green Capital),  

Ascona-Locarno, London, Mannheim, Maribor, Milos, Porto Santo, Prague, Rhodes, 

Soller, Toledo, Tossa de Mar, Veszprem, Vienna, Warsaw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HERE ARE SOME  

IMPORTANT FIGURES:  
   

 

- 48% of the votes are from Europe, 52% are from outside Europe. This is the largest proportion of votes  

outside Europe since the creation of this event. This year more than ever, foreign travellers show a 

strong interest in travelling to Europe.  

 

- The destination that comes in first place is the preferred destination of American, Irish, Austrian, 

English and Australian travellers.  

 

 

- The Green Capital Ljubljana won the 2022 edition of this competition and enjoyed a global promotion 

of + 10 million euros -  This year's Green Capital shortlisted was Grenoble Alpes known for its 

commitment to slow mobility, sustainable tourism, culture, it has been voted among the 10 Best European 

Destinations as well as among the Best Street Art Destinations in Europe.  

 

 

- Two German Destinations were on board, Mannheim that will host the Bundesgartenschau 2023, awarded 

the title of Best Event 2023 as well as Essen awarded past winter the title of Best Christmas Market in 

Germany. 

 

 

- This year's winner is a destination that collected a record of 142,081 votes (+66,439 votes regarding 

past year winner - it is a record of votes since the creation of this competition – last record of votes 

was for Porto and its 138,116 votes in 2017). 

https://www.gov.si/en/news/2023-01-09-additional-international-promotion-for-ljubljana-after-being-awarded-the-title-of-best-destination-in-europe/
https://www.gov.si/en/news/2023-01-09-additional-international-promotion-for-ljubljana-after-being-awarded-the-title-of-best-destination-in-europe/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/best-of-europe/best-street-art-destinations-in-europe/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/best-of-europe/best-events-in-europe-in-2023/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-in-germany/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-in-germany/


 

 

- The destination on the first place received 68% of votes outside its own country (32% from inside its 

borders). Without its national votes it would still have been elected best European destination 

2023. As every year awarded destinations it received a worldwide support to reach the first place. 

 

- The first traveller of this 2023 edition voted at 00.00.02 sec for Warsaw, the last traveller voted this 

February 10 at noon for Athens. 

 

- 32,8% of voters came directly from social networks.  

 

- The voting page has been shared more than 195,000 times on social networks in 21 days.  

 

- Reported to its population Cittadella is the destination which collects the greatest number of votes 

(54,528 votes for 20,157 inhabitants), showing that a small destination can rise to the best places in a 

European ranking.  

 

- In addition to being on the Podium of the 3rd Best Destinations to visit in Europe in 2023, Maribor has 

been voted Best Culinary Destination in Europe.  

 

- Athens is for the 2nd time in the top 3 favourite destinations of travellers, it is also awarded among the 

Best Street Art Destinations in Europe. Greece is the most searched country on EBD during the past 12 

months and is awarded #1 Best Country to visit in Europe with #2.Portugal #3.Italy, #4Spain, #5France 

(based on visits and searches made on www.europeanbestdestinations.com during the last 12 months – 

past year winner was Portugal).  

 

 

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/best-of-europe/best-culinary-destinations-in-europe/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/best-of-europe/best-countries-to-visit-in-europe/


- For its 10th participation Vienna is ranked in the top 5 of the Best Destinations in Europe by travellers. 

 

-  Veszprém, voted among the 10 Best Destinations to visit in Europe is also awarded by the EU the title of 

European Capital of Culture (EU Commission) and has been voted Best Destination to visit in Hungary in 

2023 and Best Family Friendly City Break in Europe.  

 

- After Brexit and Covid, London is back in the top 10 favourite destinations of travellers.  

 

- Athens, Rhodes, Milos, 3 Greek destinations are top listed by travellers among their 20 favourite 

destinations in Europe.  

 

- Spain is following it with Toledo, Tossa de Mar and Soller. #Spain is also ranked in the #5 Best Countries to 

visit in Europe in 2023 (4th position, following Italy). 

 

- Portugal is a top destination to visit in Europe (#2 most popular country on EBD) with this year 2 smaller 

but attractive destinations favoured by travellers: Porto Santo (Madeira Islands) and Faial (Azores - 

Sustainable Tourism).  

 

- The positive feedback of this promotion is not only to the first awarded destination, Marbella enjoyed a 

global promotion of + 2 million euros in only 2 months following the 2022 edition and Destinations ranked 

in the top 10 as Dinant enjoyed tourist growths up to +30% thanks to this recognition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/best-of-europe/best-family-friendly-city-breaks-in-europe/


Laurent Belot, Deputy Mayor in charge of Tourism, Dinant:  

 

“We are very grateful for the very positive dynamic in which European Best Destinations has put our 

beautiful city. We reached the 12th position, and we can say that the visibility and growth of 

visitors is not only for the 1st destination but also for the others. With an increase of almost 30% 

in tourist attendance and the diversification of nationalities, this operation has greatly contributed 

to a new tourist boost for our destination.” 

 

 

- In parallel with this competition, other thematic rankings are published each year on EBD such as the 

most beautiful bays in Europe (Cavtat - Croatia), Best Easter Destinations (Craiova - Romania), Most 

Romantic Destinations for Valentine Day, Best City Breaks in Europe (Ljubljana) and more. Next 

publications to come: Best Hidden Gems 2023 and Most Beautiful Beaches in Europe 2023. 

 

- Awarded destinations will be promoted on the most visited website dedicated to tourism and culture in 

Europe for 10 years in a row as well as in media partners such as Forbes USA, Condé Nast, Corriere Viaggi, 

Yahoo to a cumulative audience of +/- 420 millions of travellers (estimation based on past year audience).  

 

Among more than 400 destinations promoted on European Best Destinations here is your short list of the 20 

Best Destinations to visit in Europe in 2023. 

 

Discover the 20 trendiest destinations in Europe selected by travellers. They will be promoted throughout the 

year to millions of travellers on all our networks. 

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/best-of-europe/most-beautiful-bays-in-europe/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/best-of-europe/best-easter-destinations-in-europe/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/best-of-europe/best-city-breaks-in-europe/


  

 

+680,000 votes 
+192,000 shares 

 



 

20. SOLLER, SPAIN 

On the 20th position, with 2,738 votes, Soller was voted among the 20 best 

destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

19. PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC 

On the 19th position, with 5,468 votes, Prague was voted among the 20 

best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

18. MILOS, GREECE 

On the 18th position, with 5,475 votes, Milos was voted among the 20 best 

destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

17. ASCONA-LOCARNO, SWITZERLAND 

On the 17th position, with 10,037 votes, Ascona-Locarno was voted among 

the 20 best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

16. TOSSA DE MAR, SPAIN 

On the 16th position, with 10,393 votes, Tossa de Mar was voted among the 

20 best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

15. COPENHAGEN, DENMARK 

On the 15th position, with 12,824 votes, Copenhagen was voted among the 

15 best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

On the 15th position, with 2,084 votes, Chamonix-Mont-Blanc was voted 

among the 15 best ski resorts in Europe! 

14. RHODES, GREECE 

On the 14th position, with 14,837 votes, Rhodes was voted among the 15 

best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

13. FAIAL, AZORES, PORTUGAL 

On the 13th position, with 16,891 votes, Faial was voted among the 15 best 

destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

12. TOLEDO, SPAIN 

On the 12th position, with 17,992 votes, Toledo was voted among the 15 

best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

11. PORTO SANTO, MADEIRA, PORTUGAL 

On the 11th position, with 19,519 votes, Porto Santo was voted among the 

15 best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

10. MANNHEIM, GERMANY 

On the 10th position, with 20,269 votes, Mannheim was voted among the 

10 best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

9. GRENOBLE ALPES, FRANCE 

On the 9th position, with 20,684 votes, Grenoble Alpes was voted among 

the 10 best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

8. LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM 

On the 8th position, with 32,813 votes, London was voted among the 10 

best destinations to visit in Europe! 

Copyright Andrew Pickett / Visit Britain 



 

7. VESZPREM, HUNGARY 

On the 7th position, with 40,667 votes, Veszprém was voted among the 10 

best destinations to visit in Europe! 

 



 

6. ESSEN, GERMANY 

On the 6th position, with 42,742 votes, Essen was voted among the 10 best 

destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

5. CITTADELLA, ITALY 

On the 5th position, with 54,528 votes, Cittadella was voted among the 5 

best destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

4. VIENNA, AUSTRIA 

On the 4th position, with 55,416 votes, Vienna was voted among the 5 best 

destinations to visit in Europe! 

 

Copyright Shutterstock Editorial Oleg Senkov 



 

3. MARIBOR, SLOVENIA 

On the 3rd position, with 68,641 votes, Maribor was voted among the 3 best 

destinations to visit in Europe! 



 

2. ATHENS, GREECE 

On the 2nd position, with 91,023 votes, Athens was voted among the 2 best 

destinations to visit in Europe! 



  

1. WARSAW, POLAND 

On the 1st position, with 142,081 votes, Warsaw elected European Best 

Destination 2023!  



RESULTS 

    
 1. Warsaw 

 2. Athens 

 3. Maribor 

 4. Vienna 

 5. Cittadella  

 6. Essen 

 7. Veszprém 

 8. London 

 9. Grenoble Alpes 

10. Mannheim 

11. Porto Santo 

12. Toledo 

13. Faial 

14. Rhodes 

15. Copenhagen 

16. Tossa de Mar 

17. Ascona-Locarno 

18. Milos 

19. Prague 

20. Soller 

21. Delft 

142081

91023

68641

55416
54528

42742

40667

32813

20684

20269

19519

17992

16891

14837
12824

1039310037547554682738



DOWNLOAD THE OFFICIAL LOGOS 

AND SPREAD THE WORD!    

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Porto, Bordeaux, Budapest, Braga.  (European Best Destination winners) Tallinn, Zagreb, Budapest (European Best Christmas 

Markets 2013-2019 winners), Alpe d’Huez & Val Thorens (European Best Ski Resorts 2013-2022 winners) have integrated the logo 

into their website, videos, paper communications (city maps, brochures, flags…) and communicated it to tourism professionals 

(hotels, airport, airlines) who all proudly feature the logo on their websites.  

 

 

As an awarded destination of this top 20 you can already download your logo on: 

 

 

 

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/#destination  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/#destination 
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/#destination 


  

 



THEY ARE TALKING  

ABOUT US 

 

 

Mr Filipe Ortigao Guimaraes – Director Porto & Norte Tourism 

 “European Best Destinations contest is an incredible way to boost the tourist inflow in cities. We have data to assert that 

European Best Destinations is one of the main reasons for the growth of popularity of Porto among travellers from all 

other the world. The number of travellers has nearly doubled, from 6.9 M to 12M!” 

 

 

Nicolas Martin, Executive Director Bordeaux Tourism:  

 “The year was exceptional in terms of tourism growth with an increase of 10.7% in international arrivals in 

Bordeaux Merignac Airport (source GDS / Forward Keys) or of 12.26% in hotels progression of Revenue per room 

(RevPar) for all categories (source MKG). Most nationalities are increasing, especially this year European travellers 

(British, Spanish, German, Swiss, Belgian, Italian ...). It is undeniable that the fact of being elected European Best 

Destination 2015 has contributed to this result, press fallouts after winning this title have been global and massive.”  

 

 

 

 

 Mr Xavier Lechien – President EDEN – European Commission – Sustainable Tourism 

“For 7 years we have been in partnership with EBD which has enabled us to increase the visibility of sustainable tourism 

destinations by + 540%. EDEN destinations awarded by the European Commissions are promoted on the first site 

dedicated to tourism in Europe. EBD is our main partner.” 

 



SUBSTANTIAL  

MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

 

The election of the European Best destinations receives substantial coverage right across all the various media in Europe. The main 

national newspapers, specialist press, blogs, specialized sites, television and social networks etc… ensure that the winning city and 

the other selected destinations are fully (+ 90 million media coverage for our members destinations since 2009). See our media 

coverage:  

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/press/  

 

This election generates a great deal of interest for various reasons. First of all it gives worldwide travellers a voice by casting their 

vote. Secondly, it is organized by an independent organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE AWARD "EUROPEAN BEST DESTINATION" ESTIMATED AT 10 MILLION EUROS 

ACCORDING TO AN INDEPENDENT STUDY OF THE MULTINATIONAL "CISION" (IN TERMS 

OF MEDIA COVERAGE). 

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/press/


 





 



 



 



 



 



OUR  

ACTIONS 

 

European Best Destinations is a travel website based in Brussels and developed to promote culture and tourism in Europe. In 

partnership with the participating tourism offices and the EDEN Network (Sustainable Destinations Awarded by the European 

Commission) we promote a better understanding of the wealth, diversity and quality of European destinations. 

 



Thanks to an excellent communication with an audience of e-citizens, European Best Destinations plays an important role in 

promoting Europe as the number one destination in the world. It has become the meeting place for tourism offices and world 

travellers, a main gateway to the discovery of Europe. 

 

Since 2009 EBD has been working with major tourism offices in Europe to reward and highlight the most visited destinations via 

its website and social networks (+8 million visitors and thousands of followers on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and 90,000,000 

euros of media coverage). 

 

We carry out the main tourism competitions in Europe and have been working with the European Commission for the promotion 

of sustainable tourism for 8 years. 90 EDEN-labelled destinations are promoted on the EBD website. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

 

Our warmest congratulations to the winners and all the participating destinations that will be promoted throughout the year to 

millions of travellers among the best places to visit in Europe. 

 

We thank you for your hard work throughout the year to make your destination one of the Best Destinations. The purpose of 

this event is to show the beauty and diversity of the tourist and cultural offer in Europe. This 14th edition, a record, shows a 

constant interest in Europe as the number 1 destination in the world. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.europeanbestdestinations.com 

http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/

